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B
uilt in 1915 by local busi-
nessman E.L. Barber, the 
Barber House was a show-

place featuring the most mod-
ern amenities of  its time. Upon 
his death in 1965, Mr. Barber 
left the house to his daughter, 
Ola Barber Pittman, where she 
lived for many years. In 1977, 
upon her death, Mrs. Pittman 
left the Barber House to the cit-
izens of  Valdosta with detailed 
instructions on how it should 
be used. She wanted the house 
to “provide a place where per-
sons may come and sit, reflect 
and think in an atmosphere of  
beauty and solitude.”

 The Chamber has honored 
Mrs. Pittman’s request, as each 
year hundreds of  visitors enter 
the doors and experience true 
Southern hospitality. Newcomers 
find information about buying a 
home, the local school systems, 

and the outstanding quality of  life 
provided in Valdosta and Lowndes 
County. Budding entrepreneurs 
visit the Chamber’s SEEDS Busi-
ness Resource Center to obtain 
valuable market research assis-
tance and free business consul-
tation.  Chamber members meet 
weekly to develop new initiatives 
and programs that enhance the 
community and its economic 
impact. Top elected officials often 
visit the Barber House to speak to 
local business leaders and mem-
bers of  the community.

 The Barber House is an active 
house, full of  people and full of  
energy.  Each year the Chamber 
welcomes more than 2,800 visitors 
to the house.  It provides a place 
where new ideas emerge and op-
portunities for new businesses are 
developed.

 When Mrs. Pittman gave the 
house to the Valdosta community, 

she also established the Barber 
Trust. Funds from this trust were 
used in the original renovation 
of  the house in 1981. Throughout 
the years, the trust has provided 
the financial resources needed to 
maintain the interior and exterior 
of  the building.

 It is extremely important to 
maintain the historic integrity of  
the Barber House, from its wall 
coverings, paint, floors, and fur-
niture. It is also vital to keep the 
house functioning as a business. 
This involves updating electrical 
equipment and technology, heating 
and air conditioning units, and 
all the other important aspects of  
both a house and an office.

 In 1980, after the first major 
renovations to the house were 
completed, the Barber House was 
placed on the National Register 
of  Historic Places. In 2013, the 
Chamber received the Stewardship 

Award from the Valdosta Historic 
Preservation Commission for the 
care it has given to the Barber 
House the past three decades.

 The Barber House is a beauti-
ful house that deserves continued 
preservation. It embodies South-
ern grace and charm; however, it 
is in need of  improvements to pro-
tect its structural integrity, from 
a new roof  and gutters to updated 
carpets and paint.

 To help oversee the needed re-
pairs and renovations, the Cham-
ber established the Barber Trust 
Advisory Board.  I am honored to 
serve on this board along with Tim 
Carroll, Jud Rackley, John Bennett 
and Angie Crawford. The house 
is owned by the Barber Trust and 
leased to the Chamber for one dol-
lar a year, with a 75-year lease.

To continue preserving the 
historic house, the Chamber has 
initiated the Investing for the 

Next Century capital campaign to 
ensure the Barber Trust has the 
funds necessary to ensure the Bar-
ber House receives the attention it 
deserves. The campaign will also 
raise money to continue support-
ing the SEEDS Business Resource 
Center and develop a small busi-
ness incubator to enhance entre-
preneurial growth.

 The Barber House belongs to 
the citizens of  Valdosta and Lown-
des County and represents the 
economic future and well-being 
our community.  Please join me in 
celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of  the Barber House and its con-
tinued success!

 Sincerely,
Carla Penny
Chairperson,
Valdosta-Lowndes County 

Chamber of  Commerce
Barber Trust Advisory Board
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Members of the Barber Trust Advisory Board pictured front row from left, Angie Crawford and Carla Penny. Back row from left, Jud Rackley, John Bennett, and Tim Carroll.



The Barber House was 
built in 1915 by E.R. Barber, 
a businessman, entrepre-
neur, and inventor. Designed 
by local architect Lloyd 
Barton Greer, the house is 
astonishing in its design 
and admired for its intricate 
details. 

A prime example of  neo-
classical architecture, the 
Barber House was placed 
on the National Register of  
Historic Places in 1980. The 
building’s exterior features 
linteled windows symmet-
rically spaced around the 
house and six Ionic-style 
columns on the front porch. 
The interior is equally im-
pressive and features wain-
scoting, crown molding and 
three fireplaces on the first 
floor. The dining room ceil-
ing is adorned with concen-
tric rectangles featuring 60 
small lights integrated with 
a wood beam. The second 
floor features five spacious 
bedrooms, including a large 
sunroom over the porte co-
chere. 

A March 5, 1915 article 
in the Valdosta Daily Times, 
stated, “The framework of  
the residence of  Mr. E.R. 
Barber on Ashley Street is 
nearly completed and one 
can get a good idea now of  
what a handsome structure 
it will be. It is to be modern 
in every respect and will be 
the first residence in Valdo-
sta to be equipped with an 
electric passenger elevator.”

Though the elevator was 

never installed, the house 
was designed with a shaft 
so that an elevator could be 
installed at a later time. The 
house did feature other mod-
ern conveniences including 
a baseboard vacuum sys-
tem, which did not become 
commonplace in American 
homes until several decades 
later.  

Barber lived in the house 
until his death in 1965, at 
which time the house be-
came the property of  his 
daughter, Ola Barber Pitt-
man. She loved the house 
and even fought the federal 
government to protect the 
family estate. Shortly after 
acquiring the house, the 
General Services Adminis-
tration sought to obtain the 
site for additional parking 
adjacent to the new U.S. Post 
Office and Federal Building.  
Pittman was vehement in 
her efforts to save the family 
home from being demol-
ished.

Pittman died in 1977, 
after spending the last two 
years of  her life in a nursing 
home. In her will, she be-
queathed the Barber House 
to the “citizens of  Valdosta” 
with detailed instructions 
that the government should 
not gain control of  the prop-
erty. 

As reported in a 1981 Val-
dosta Daily Times article, 
the property was left in trust 
for the community, with the 
purpose to “provide a place 
where persons may come 

and sit, reflect and think in 
an atmosphere of  beauty 
and solitude.” 

It was several years after 
her death before a decision 
was reached regarding how 
the house could be used by 
the citizens of  Valdosta, as 
directed in her will. Jimmy 
New, local banker and ex-
ecutor of  Pittman’s estate, 
worked with members of  
the community to first get 
the house in a presentable 
condition and then find a 
suitable tenant.

A Labor of Love 

Before the Valdos-
ta-Lowndes County Cham-
ber of  Commerce was 
approached about moving 
into the historic home, ma-
ny hours of  work had to be 
completed to get the house 
cleaned up.

Local architect Richard 
Hill enlisted fellow local 
members of  the South-
west Georgia Chapter of  
the American Institute of  
Architects to remove over-
grown shrubs and foliage 
that overwhelmed the out-
side of  the house. 

“We brought chainsaws 
so that we could cut down 
the bushes and shrubs,” said 
Hill, “we wanted to at least 
clear a path to get in the 
house.” 

Members of  the Valdosta 
Junior Woman’s Club began 
the challenge of  cleaning 
the interior of  the house.

Gelaine Foster, then 
chairperson for the Valdosta 
Junior Woman’s Club Com-
munity Improvement Proj-
ect, grew up in Valdosta and 
thought the Barber House 
was beautiful and believed it 

was worth saving.
She approached members 

of  the club to take on the 
project and help restore the 
house to its original gran-
deur and glory.  “I showed 
the ladies a lot of  pictures 

from the outside and every-
one seemed interested.”

Foster, along with other 
club members visited the 
house to determine the 
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E.R. Barber House is Full of Celebration for its 100th Anniversary
The Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber

invites you to

A  Diamond Gala
Celebrating100 Years of the Barber House

Thursday, the ifteenth of October

two thousand and ifteen
Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber of Commerce

416 North Ashley Street / Valdosta, Georgia

6:00 - 9:00 p.m.                                                                                                                             Cocktail Attire 

R.S.V.P. to pmartin@valdostachamber.com                                          $100 per person

or call 229-247-8100 ext. 221                                                                                                                                $50.00 Tax Deduction                      

Candlelight bufet generously sponsored by Covington’s Dining and Catering

See more on page 4

937454

Best wishes on your 
100th Birthday from 
our home to yours!

Congratulates 

The Valdosta- Lowndes 

County Chamber Of 

Commerce On The 

100th Birthday Of 

The Barber House

937627

A Place of Restoration and Hope

229-242-4252
3419 Knights Academy Road (Valdosta)

www.abundantlifevaldosta.com



amount of  work required.  
“When we got to the door 
on the side and unlocked 
it, we literally could not get 
in and had to push our way 
through.”

Foster describes the 
unbelievable amount of  pa-
pers, books, and trash that 
was blocking the door and 
filled each room.

“I thought they were go-
ing to bolt,” Foster laughs, 
“and I even considered it.” 

The women were not 
swayed by the massive 
job that awaited them and 
quickly developed a plan to 
recruit assistance. 

The inside cleanup ef-
forts proved to be a lengthy 
project and volunteers spent 
considerable time cataloging 
all the books and maga-
zines and boxing up items 
that were later sent to the 
Lowndes County Historical 
Society to be placed in the 
archives.

“We had to determine 
what was valuable and what 
was trash,” said Foster. “She 
[Pittman] was an avid read-
er. I remember that she had 
the first issues of  National 
Geographic. I also remem-
ber a book of  etiquette rules 
for young ladies.” 

Foster noted that work-
ing on the weekends to clean 
the house took approximate-
ly two months and was all 
completed by volunteers. 
“We didn’t pay a penny to 
anyone,” she said, “if  we 
needed something we could 
always find someone to help 
us out.”

“The project had a last-
ing effect on future historic 
preservation work in Val-
dosta,” said Hill, “it ignited 
a need for restoration and 
preservation of  other homes 
in Valdosta.”

Hill recalls that it was 
during those Saturday af-
ternoon cleaning sessions 
that the idea of  establishing 
a group to protect historic 
homes in Valdosta was dis-
cussed. 

“The cleanup was really 
the genesis of  the Valdosta 
Heritage Foundation,” Hill 
said. “Through the Heritage 
Foundation we were then 
able to work on other proj-
ects including the Roberts 
House and Converse-Ferrell 
home.”

Foster, who later served 
as the first membership 
chairperson for the Valdosta 
Heritage Foundation, agreed 
that the Barber House proj-
ect had a positive lasting 
impact on the community’s 
historic preservation efforts.

Now more than 35 years 
after the community came 
together to save the Barber 
House, Foster feels a deep 
sense of  pride in the work 
that took place. 

“When I step into the 
Barber House today I am in 
awe of  the beauty that was 
brought back,” she said, “I 
saw it at its worst, and now I 
see it at its best.”

A New Home for the 
Chamber of  Commerce 

Once the Barber House 
was cleaned up, finding a 
suitable tenant that was 
willing to invest in extensive 
renovations was next on the 
agenda.

The Valdosta-Lowndes 
County Chamber of  Com-
merce was approached 
about moving its offices to 
the Barber House. 

Although the goal was to 
restore the house as close to 
its original condition as pos-
sible, the years had not been 
kind to the property. There 
was extensive deterioration 
to the exterior and interior, 
vandalism, and general 
repairs that needed to be 
completed. 

Hill managed the res-
toration project and said 

that great care was taken to 
preserve the architectural 
integrity of  the house.

For example, the original 
light fixtures were careful-
ly removed and restored. 
Wallpaper patterns were 
selected to match as closely 
as possible to designs associ-
ated with the 1915 era. Also, 
many pieces of  furniture 
that belonged to the Barber 
family remain in the house 
today.

 “The vision was to 
return the house to its orig-
inal state,” said Hill. “So 
many people in the commu-
nity came together, donating 
their time and financial re-
sources to get the house re-
stored to its historic glory.”

Hill noted that the ma-
jority of  contracting work 
was completed by Amos 
Construction Company, and 
many local craftsmen and 
architects also provided 
their services and resources 
for little or no charge. 

The Valdosta-Lowndes 
Chamber of  Commerce 
began operating from the 
beautifully restored Barber 
House in 1981, where it 
has remained for the past 
34 years. Each year more 
than 2,800 visitors, chamber 
members, and citizens come 
through the doors; hundreds 
of  newcomers receive infor-
mation about the Valdosta 
and Lowndes County com-
munity; and more than 500 
business owners and bud-

ding entrepreneurs  
receive assistance from the 
SEEDS Business Resource 
Center. 

The Barber House is a 
historic treasure and is de-
scribed by chamber officials 
as the “front door to our 

community,” presenting a 
positive first impression to 
those visiting Valdosta and 
Lowndes County. 

The Valdosta-Lowndes 
County Chamber of  Com-
merce will celebrate the 
100th anniversary of  the 
Barber House on Thursday, 
Oct. 15, 2015, from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m., and the cost to attend 
is $100 per person. Funds 
raised from the celebration 

event will go toward the 
“Investing for the Next Cen-
tury” campaign to help pro-
vide the financial resources 
needed to continue main-
taining the Barber House 
for another century. 

For more information 
on the Barber House 
celebration, contact the 
Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Chamber of  Commerce at 
229-247-8100 ext. 211. 
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The foyer of the Barber House.
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The exterior view of the Barber House.
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Chamber’s Campaign 

Focused on Investing 

for the Next Century

The “Investing for the 
Next Century” campaign is 
focused on raising a reserve 
fund for the preservation of  
the historic 100-year-old Bar-
ber House. The campaign 
will also secure financial 
resources to expand the 
Chamber’s SEEDS Business 
Resource Center and devel-
op a small business incuba-
tor in Valdosta.

Properly maintaining a 
100-year-old house is a labor 
of  love and requires signifi-
cant financial resources. 

In 1979, community 
volunteers took the first 
steps in restoring the Bar-
ber House, which has been 
home to the Valdosta-Lown-
des County Chamber of  
Commerce since 1981. Now 
more than three decades 
later, the continual upkeep 
of  one of  Valdosta’s most 
prestigious historic homes 
is vitally important.

 In addition to a new roof, 
which is 30 years old, the 
Chamber’s technology sys-
tem needs to be upgraded, 
new exterior lighting for 
safety, bathrooms and kitch-
en require updates, addi-
tional parking, and general 
aesthetic renovations are 
just a few of  the required 
repairs.  

Planting the  

SEEDS for Small 

Business Growth 

Established in 2004, the 
Chamber’s SEEDS Business 
Resource Center (Sowing 
Entrepreneur and Econom-
ic Development Success) 
provides free assistance to 
startup businesses as well as 
existing and expanding com-
panies in Lowndes County 
and regional partnering 
counties.

With a focus to help local 
entrepreneurs start new 
and grow existing business-
es, the SEEDS Business 
Resource Center offers 
market research analysis, 
assistance with writing a 
business plan, website devel-
opment, and marketing and 
branding guidance. 

 “The market research 
assistance coupled with 
the business consulting are 
very valuable because we 
help clients put their best 
foot forward in their mar-
keting efforts.” said Cachet 
Prescott, director of  Busi-
ness Development for the 
Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber 
of  Commerce. “Effective tar-
geting allows business own-
ers to make the best use of  
their marketing dollars by 
connecting with their ideal 
customer while avoiding the 
pitfalls of  a disjointed mar-
keting effort that connects 
with no one.”

Each year, the SEEDS 
Business Resource Centers 
serves approximately 450 to 
500 clients. The center now 
partners with area cham-
bers of  commerce to provide 
regional access to custom-
ized demographic reports, 
competitor intelligence, 
traffic counts, and targeted 
mailing lists.

Small Business 

Incubator to Boost 

Entrepreneurship 

While the SEEDS Busi-
ness Resource Center has 
been referred to as a “virtu-
al incubator,” the Chamber 
recognizes the need to de-
velop a physical, functional 
incubator to help small busi-
nesses grow and succeed.  

“The rationale behind a 
small business incubator is 
to provide the next step in 
the process we have been 
working on for the past 10 
years,” said Myrna Ballard, 
president of  the Chamber. 
“This will allow us to con-
tinue building the kind of  
community that nurtures 
knowledge-based business-
es.” 

Ballard says the incuba-
tor will have on-site experts 
to provide financial, legal 
and market research assis-
tance to support the busi-
nesses housed within the 
incubator facility, which she 
would like to see located in 
downtown Valdosta.

“One of  the most im-
portant attributes of  an 
incubator is that you have 
all these creative minds, and 
well-educated entrepreneurs 
in one place where they can 

share ideas and information 
and learn from each other,” 
she said. “It is about the syn-
ergy that is created when 
you bring creative minds all 
in one place.”

Locating a small busi-
ness incubator in Valdosta’s 
Main Street area will help 
enhance opportunities for 
young professionals to “live, 
work, and play” downtown.

“Imagine being able to 
walk up the street and get a 
coffee, while discussing an 
innovative and creative con-
cept with a coworker,” said 
Ballard, “or after work stay 
and have dinner in one of  
the great restaurants located 
downtown.” 

The Chamber is working 
with Georgia Tech’s Enter-
prise Innovation Institute to 
complete the strategic busi-
ness plan for the incubator.

“After Valdosta received 
Metro Status, we have been 
able to produce hundreds 
of  jobs for high school 
graduates and working col-
lege students through the 
opening of  new restaurants 
and retail businesses,” said 
Ballard. “The small business 
incubator will help produce 
jobs for college graduates. 
We need to invest in grow-
ing jobs that keep more of  
our Valdosta State graduates 
here in the community.”

VALDOSTA-LOWNDES CHAMBER

Chamber SEEDS Business Resource Center, left, Jordan Christopher, business development 
coordinator, and Chachet Prescott, director of business development.
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James McGahee, retired CEO 
of  South Georgia Medical Center, 
is serving as chairman of  the 
Leadership Council for the Val-
dosta-Lowndes Chamber of  Com-
merce’s Investing for the Next 
Century capital campaign. Tim 
Carroll, Farmers Home Furni-
ture, and Jeff  Hanson, Southwest 
Georgia Bank, are serving as cam-
paign co-chairmen.

The Leadership Council also 
includes Chamber Chairman  
Ron Borders, Ron Borders  
Real Estate and Real Living Advi-
sors; Rusty Griffin, Griffin  
Corporation; Mike Gudely,  
Southeastern Credit Union;  
James Lee Herndon, The  
Herndon Company; Tim Jones, 
Citizens Community Bank; and 
Jason Manley, Georgia Power 
Company.

Funds raised from the cam-
paign will go toward much-needed 
physical improvements to the 
Barber House and a reserve fund 

for the preservation of  the his-
toric structure, which was built 
100 years ago. The campaign will 
also secure financial resources 
to expand the Chamber’s SEEDS 
Business Resource Center and 
develop a plan for a small business 
incubator in Valdosta.

The effort is more than halfway 
toward its goal, and the Valdos-
ta-Lowndes Chamber would like to 
acknowledge the following paceset-
ting individuals and businesses for 
their generous contributions pro-
vided toward the Investing for the 
Next Century campaign:

 
Ameris Bank
Myrna Ballard and Chamber 

Staff
Brandon, Rackley & Dukes PC
Citizens Community Bank
Colony Bank Valdosta
Coleman I Talley LLP 
Commercial Banking Company
Tim and Linda Coombs
Covington’s Dining & Cater-

ing/306 North Restaurant
Stanley, Sue and Amy Cox
Farmers Home Furniture
First Federal Savings of  Val-

dosta
First State Bank and Trust 

Company
Tom and Mary Gooding
Georgia Power Company
Mike and Teresa Gudely
The Herndon Company
LeFiles Valenti Financial Advi-

sors, LLC
James and Catherine McGahee
Moore, Clarke, Duvall & Rodg-

ers, PC
Real Living Realty Advisors
Renasant Bank
Smith Drug Company
Southeastern Credit Union
Southwest Georgia Bank
Mike Stalvey
Valdosta CEO
Valenti, Rackley & Associates, 

LLC
Farmers & Merchants Bank
The Citizens Bank

Chamber Announces Leadership Council for  
the Investing for the Next Century Campaign

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Investing for the Next Century capital campaign leadership team, left 
to right, Ron Borders, chairman of the Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber of 
Commerce; Jeff Hanson (campaign co-chairman), Southwest Georgia Bank; 
Tim Carroll (campaign co-chairman), Farmers Home Furniture; James Lee 
Herndon, Herndon Company Real Estate; Jason Manley, Georgia Power Co.; 
Tim Jones, Citizens Community Bank; Mike Gudely, Southeastern Credit 
Union; and James McGahee, chairman of the campaign. Not pictured: Rusty 
Griffin, Griffin Corp.

*This list represents donors as of Sept. 16, 2015*
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Carson McLane Funeral Home
2215 N. Patterson Street • P.O. Box 5203

Valdosta, GA 31603-5203
Phone: 229-242-5544 • Toll Free: 877-242-5544

Martin/McLane Funeral Home
Hahira

McLane Lakewood Funeral Home
Lake Park

www.mclanecares.com

Proudly Recognizes 
The 100th Birthday Of 

The Chamber’s E.J. Barber House

937763

Georgia Christian
School

One Life At A Time For Over 100 Years

Congratulations to the 

Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber of 

Commerce and the Barber House for 

100 years of Dedicated Service!

229-559-5131

4359 Dasher Road
(Valdosta)

www.georgiachristian.org



Incubating Community 

Success

The Valdosta-Lowndes Cham-
ber of  Commerce has called the 
Barber House “home” since 1981. 
During the past 34 years, many 
programs and initiatives that ben-
efit Valdosta and Lowndes County 
have started in the Barber House. 
Such initiatives include Leader-
ship Lowndes, the Valdosta-Lown-
des Development Authority, the 
Valdosta-Lowndes County Confer-
ence Center & Tourism Authority, 
the Red Carpet of  South Georgia 
and the Lowndes County Bird 
Supper, continue to flourish and 
remain a positive and integral part 
of  the community.

“The Barber House is not only 
home to the Chamber,” said Ron 
Borders, chairman of  the Valdo-
sta-Lowndes Chamber of  Com-
merce Board of  Directors. “Over 
the years, the Barber House has 
been home to a number of  essen-
tial organizations in our commu-
nity – organizations which were 
developed and nurtured by this 
Chamber and have grown even 

stronger on their own.”

Leadership Lowndes

Leadership Lowndes was estab-
lished by the Valdosta-Lowndes 
County Chamber of  Commerce in 
1988. The program was developed 
and implemented by communi-
ty members with a passion and 
vision for the growth and devel-
opment of  leaders in Lowndes 
County.

“In the late 1980s, community 
leaders in Valdosta and Lowndes 
County decided we needed a lead-
ership program as other communi-
ties had and were implementing,” 
said Larry Hanson, Valdosta City 
manager and Leadership Lown-
des charter member and past 
president. “Tess Price Cox was 
a dynamic professional actively 
involved with our Chamber of  
Commerce at the time, and she 
was selected to visit other commu-
nities, the Georgia Chamber and 
Leadership Georgia to examine 
programs and to design one for 
our community. “

Leadership Lowndes remained 
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Valdosta-Lowndes Development Authority holds a ribbon cutting for its new offices located at 103 Roosevelt Drive.
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under the guidance of  the Cham-
ber until 2000 when it became a 
stand-alone organization.

“Amazingly, the program re-
mains much the same today as 
it was created 26 years ago—a 
testament to the outstanding re-
search and planning that went into 
development of  this important 
community leadership tool, as well 
as the support of  the Chamber and 
other community organizations 
in the initial program-building 
years,” said Hanson. “ It is impres-
sive today to see how many former 
Leadership Lowndes participants 
have used the program as a spring-
board to serve our community in 
leadership roles in various orga-
nizations, political offices, board 
leadership, community service 
and non-profit service. “

Since the first Leadership 
Lowndes Class began in 1989, more 
than 800 business, civic, and com-
munity leaders have graduated.

“Leadership Lowndes has an 
enduring legacy of  strengthening 
emerging and existing leaders for 
community development, a 27-year 
old tradition built by the 800 
alumni who have come through 
the program to impact our com-
munity,” said Joe Belson, 2015 

Leadership Lowndes president.  
“Over the years, we have improved 
the program with such things as 
the formation of  the Lowndes 
Youth Leadership League in 1999, 
the community service projects 
in 2007 and other organizational 
improvements, all of  which have 
paved the way for others to be 
enriched by the common goal of  
serving this great community.”

Valdosta-Lowndes 

Development Authority

In 1960, the Chamber formed 
the Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Industrial Authority through an 
amendment to the Georgia State 
Constitution. Comprised of  board 
members representing Lowndes 
County and the City of  Valdosta, 
the authority served as the Cham-
ber’s industrial recruitment arm.

The Industrial Authority was 
housed in the Chamber’s Barber 
House until 1997 and then moved 
to a downtown Valdosta location. 
Several years later, the authority 
began leasing a larger facility on 
Patterson Street.

On July 15, 2014, members of  

the authority adopted the new 
name Valdosta-Lowndes Develop-
ment Authority and the following 
day cut the ribbon officially open-
ing the new office located at 103 
Roosevelt Drive.

According to Andrea Schruijer, 
executive director of  the Valdo-
sta-Lowndes Development Au-
thority, the new name accurately 
reflects the overall scope of  work 
in today’s marketplace.

“We do more than develop 
industrial parks and offer incen-
tives,” she said. “Fundamentally 
our operations are the same but 
with a more comprehensive ap-
proach to economic development. 
We now have existing industry 
programs, which help retain ex-
isting industries and provide op-
portunities for expansions, foreign 
direct investment and financial 
support and workforce opportuni-
ties.”

According to Schruijer, the new 
building is in a more strategic 
location. “There are many times 
when prospective companies visit 
us and may only be here an hour 
to discuss relocations or expan-
sions. This building allows pros-
pects to see that there is a lot of  
growth here in Valdosta. From the 

Valdosta State University Health 
Sciences and Business Adminis-
tration Building, South Georgia 
Medical Center expansions, new 
professional mixed-use office 
developments, a middle school, 
parks and other quality of  life as-
pects…all are very important for 
prospects to see when visiting a 
community.”

Valdosta-Lowndes County 

Conference Center and 

Tourism Authority

The Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Conference Center and Tourism 
Authority was formed in 1989 by 
the Lowndes County Board of  
Commissioners at the request of  
the Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber 
of  Commerce. In the early day, it 
operated under the name Valdos-
ta-Lowndes County Tourism Com-
mission and was housed in the 
Barber House.

Rita Suiter, who served as the 
first executive director of  the Val-
dosta-Lowndes Tourism Commis-
sion, said the original mission was 
to create a community-wide aware-
ness regarding tourism in Lown-

des County and to position Valdos-
ta and Lowndes County as a viable 
destination marketplace, since we 
are the gateway to Florida.

With a limited staff  in the ear-
ly days, the commission worked 
with local hotels, restaurants, 
retail businesses, and community 
leaders to highlight Valdosta and 
Lowndes County as a destination 
for tourists.

“We were able to extend the 
hours for tours at the Crescent and 
Valdosta-Lowndes County Histori-
cal Society and through a partner-
ship with the Georgia Department 
of  National Resources we created 
the Banks Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, which today provides ed-
ucational opportunities for school 
children and adults,” said Suiter. 
“One of  our biggest efforts was 
working with the area hoteliers 
to build consensus in raising the 
hotel-motel tax to help fund the 
Rainwater Conference Center.”

The commission soon changed 
their name to the Valdosta-Lown-
des Convention and Visitors 
Bureau to create alignment with 
other CVB’s throughout the U.S.

“The mission remains much 

See more on page 11
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the same but strategies and meth-
odologies in accomplishing such 
are what have changed,” said Tim 
Riddle, general manager of  the 
Tourism Authority and James 
Rainwater Conference Center. 
“In today’s digital world we focus 
fewer and fewer resources on the 
printed word with every passing 
budget cycle.”

Riddle said a lot of  focus is 
placed on the Conference Center’s 
website to be responsive and tech-
nically savvy, simple and fast, and 
authentic.

Representing more than $5.1 
million in economic impact for the 
region, the Rainwater Conference 
Center welcomes approximately 
27,000 people each year for a vari-
ety of  events.

Red Carpet of  

South Georgia

Established in 1965, the Red 
Carpet Committee was formed 
by the Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Chamber of  Commerce to wel-
come newcomers to Moody Air 
Force Base. Chamber members, 
along with business and civic lead-
ers “roll out the red carpet” and 

show military officers and their 
families a true South Georgia wel-
come. Hosted three to four times 
a year at Ocean Pond Clubhouse, 
the gatherings are considered a 
highlight for Moody personnel and 
members of  the community.

 In 2012, the Red Carpet of  
South Georgia, a non-profit 501(c)3 
service agency, was formed to take 
this special event to the next level 
and expand services to airmen and 
their families in the community.

 In addition to maintaining the 
traditional dinners, Red Carpet of  
South Georgia contributes funds 
for gifts cards to airmen living 
on-base when they are unable to 
be with their families for the hol-
idays. The group also hosts cook-
outs and spaghetti dinners for unit 
members deploying, along with 
deployed spouses and families.

 

Lowndes County  

Bird Supper

 The Lowndes County Bird Sup-
per, which started in 1960, remains 
an important opportunity for local 
business and civic leaders to have 
an impact on legislative issues. All 
members of  the Georgia General 
Assembly are invited to attend 

this annual event. The first Bird 
Suppers featured South Georgia 
grown and harvested quail, which 
volunteers delivered to the kitchen 
at the Georgia Railroad Freight 
Depot in Atlanta for preparation.

Former State Senator Tim 
Golden has been a part of  the Bird 
Suppers for several decades and 
considers them a highlight of  the 
Legislative Session.

“The Bird Suppers have always 
been a great way to showcase 
Lowndes County,” said Golden. 
“It is one of  the most anticipated 
events of  the session. I have served 
as both a state senator and rep-
resentative, and I appreciate the 
importance of  having key mem-
bers of  our community in Atlanta 
helping promote this area.”

  State Representative Amy 
Carter agrees that the Bird Supper 
continues to be an important event 
that keeps South Georgia on the 
minds of  legislators and govern-
ment officials.

 “The Lowndes County Bird 
Supper is a great tradition where 
my House and Senate colleagues, 
along with the judiciary and the 
Governor, are able to mingle with 
Lowndes County community 
members and local leaders,” said 
Carter. “It allows new relation-

ships to start and old relationships 
to rekindle. Our local and regional 
legislative agenda can be easily 
expressed to those in the driver’s 
seat of  state government, and our 
legislative delegation is able to 
share our session highlights with 
those from home.” 

The Bird Supper was coordi-

nated by the Valdosta-Lowndes 
County Chamber of  Commerce 
from 1960 to 2004, and is now spon-
sored by the City of  Valdosta and 
Lowndes County Board of  Com-
missioners. The 2016 Bird Supper 
is scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 
24, at the Georgia Railroad Freight 
Depot in downtown Atlanta.

VALDOSTA-LOWNDES CHAMBER

Red Carpet of South Georgia event at Ocean Pond Clubhouse.
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