
Valdosta’s Hidden Treasure
at Olde Mill Town Auction
The repetitive call of “going once, going twice, and sold”
echoes as auctioneer Karen Carlisle conducts an estate auction at Olde Mill Town Auction &
Consignment Gallery, located in the historic mill town of Remerton.

She is no stranger to auctions, 
having grown up listening to
her father conduct auctions for 
various organizations in Florida.

“As a child I would go with my 
father to auction houses, so I
have always had it in my blood,” 
admits Carlisle, who is a licensed 
auctioneer in Georgia and Florida. 
“I have always had an appreciation 
for antiques and fine art. Over the 
years, I have developed an eye for 
it finding unique items.”

Carlisle said that a big part of her 
job is having the knowledge and 
means to sell items at fair market 
value. 

“It is about helping families,
who are overwhelmed by a lot
of accumulation of personal prop-
erty and don’t have the time nor 
experience on what to do with all 
of it,” she said. “We place apprecia-
tion and value to their items, just 
as if they were our own.”

During a recent auction, there 
was a lot of interest in a hand-
painted baseball featuring John 
Franklin Sain, who was a pitcher 
for the Boston Braves from 1946 
to 1951. The artwork was painted 
by George Sosnak, an artist and 
umpire who painted the likeness 
of major league players on base-

balls. The unique type of artwork 
became a popular fixture in 
baseball circles, with many players 
requesting Sosnak’s work.

While living in West Palm
Beach, Fla., Carlisle had an estate 
liquidation business. After selling 
the business, she worked for a 
retirement community. 

“In my job at the retirement 
center I dealt with older people, 
and I have always enjoyed help-
ing people,” Carlisle said. “Helping 
individuals or families organize 
what could be years of personal 
property accumulation, evaluate 
and find new homes for their be-
longings…sharing family stories 
always brings back good happy 
memories.”

After retiring she rented a ware-
house in Lake Worth, Fla. and
began building inventory to start 
her business in Georgia. Carlisle, 
along with her husband, Tom, 
then moved to Valdosta to be 
closer to her sister and open the 
auction house and consignment 
gallery.

It didn’t take long to meet friends 
and build a solid customer base. 
The auctions, which are held 
several times a month, have devel-
oped into a “social group” of sorts.

“This is a wonderful community, 
the people are very involved, nice 
to work with, and yes there is a 
great mix of people of all ages,” 
she said.  “Auctions tend to get 
in one’s blood and individuals 
are looking for a particular item 
or items, collectors, dealers, all 
frequent auctions, and begin to 
know each other. A little friendly 
competition is always fun.”

Donna 
Grantham, 
from Douglas, 
is a frequent 
visitor at Olde 
Mill Town
Auction. She 
and her hus-
band, Tony, 
often make
the trip in 
hopes of finding a “rare treasure” 
and meeting new friends. 

On most visits, Grantham admits 
that she is just exploring but
often finds something that
catches her attention. “Usually
we are not looking for anything in 
particular,” Grantham said. “I just 
know it when I see it.”  g

For more information and times of 
auctions, visit www.oldemilltown-
auction.com or call 229-253-9877.  
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