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Chamber’s Campaign Focused on Investing for the Next Century 

The “Investing for the Next Century” campaign is focused on raising a reserve fund for the 
preservation of the historic 100-year-old Barber House. The campaign will also secure financial 
resources to expand the Chamber’s SEEDS Business Resource Center and develop a small 
business incubator in Valdosta. 

Properly maintaining a 100-year-old house is a labor of love and requires significant financial 
resources.  

In 1979, community volunteers took the first steps in restoring the Barber House, which has been 
home to the Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber of Commerce since 1981. Now more than three 
decades later, the continual upkeep of one of Valdosta’s most prestigious historic homes is 
vitally important. 

 In addition to a new roof, which is 30 years old, the Chamber's technology system needs to be 
upgraded, new exterior lighting for safety, bathrooms and kitchen require updates, additional 
parking, and general aesthetic renovations are just a few of the required repairs.   

Planting the SEEDS for Small Business Growth  

Established in 2004, the Chamber’s SEEDS Business Resource Center (Sowing Entrepreneur 
and Economic Development Success) provides free assistance to startup businesses as well as 
existing and expanding companies in Lowndes County and regional partnering counties. 

With a focus to help local entrepreneurs start new and grow existing businesses, the SEEDS 
Business Resource Center offers market research analysis, assistance with writing a business 
plan, website development, and marketing and branding guidance.  

 “The market research assistance coupled with the business consulting are very valuable because 
we help clients put their best foot forward in their marketing efforts.” said Cachet Prescott, 
director of Business Development for the Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber of Commerce. 
“Effective targeting allows business owners to make the best use of their marketing dollars by 
connecting with their ideal customer while avoiding the pitfalls of a disjointed marketing effort 
that connects with no one.”  
 
Each year, the SEEDS Business Resource Centers serves approximately 450 to 500 clients. The 
center now partners with area chambers of commerce to provide regional access to customized 
demographic reports, competitor intelligence, traffic counts, and targeted mailing lists. 

Small Business Incubator to Boost Entrepreneurship  



While the SEEDS Business Resource Center has been referred to as a “virtual incubator,” the 
Chamber recognizes the need to develop a physical, functional incubator to help small businesses 
grow and succeed.   

“The rationale behind a small business incubator is to provide the next step in the process we 
have been working on for the past 10 years,” said Myrna Ballard, president of the Chamber. 
“This will allow us to continue building the kind of community that nurtures knowledge-based 
businesses.”  

Ballard says the incubator will have on-site experts to provide financial, legal and market 
research assistance to support the businesses housed within the incubator facility, which she 
would like to see located in downtown Valdosta. 

“One of the most important attributes of an incubator is that you have all these creative minds, 
and well-educated entrepreneurs in one place where they can share ideas and information and 
learn from each other,” she said. “It is about the synergy that is created when you bring creative 
minds all in one place.” 

Locating a small business incubator in Valdosta’s Main Street area will help enhance 
opportunities for young professionals to “live, work, and play” downtown. 

“Imagine being able to walk up the street and get a coffee, while discussing an innovative and 
creative concept with a coworker,” said Ballard, “or after work stay and have dinner in one of the 
great restaurants located downtown.”  

The Chamber is working with Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute to complete the 
strategic business plan for the incubator. 

“After Valdosta received Metro Status, we have been able to produce hundreds of jobs for high 
school graduates and working college students through the opening of new restaurants and retail 
businesses,” said Ballard. “The small business incubator will help produce jobs for college 
graduates. We need to invest in growing jobs that keep more of our Valdosta State graduates 
here in the community.” 

 

 

 


